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1. W: The Tater race of Sinkiang is also referred to, both in
" " ‘Sinkiang &Ad’in English-language texts on that province, es Tartar, T'e-t'e~erh
" and ‘Noghai, ‘According te a 1941 survey they numbered 4y601 or slightly more
then »125% of the total population of Sinkiangs .

2« Qrigin of the Neme: The Tatars inherited thelr name from the name of the
Mongol clen to which they at one time belongzed. They belonged to the Tle~tta
clan of the Mongols who absorbed some Moslem culture and turned to Islame
For this, they were greatly despised by the Mongol Lemag and given another
neme, Noghal, which means "dogs". : .

3. Historv of the Rages This fine people, of whom there are at least two millions
in the USSR, are the legacy of Jenghis Khan to the westes They were left
behind when his great empire shrank away to the east and though the centuries
have changed them a great deal they still bear evidence of their Mongol
origins. Left in & strange land they did not perish but bullt their own
cities and developed into a great people. Most Tatars come from the Volga
region which teday comprises the Tatar Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republice
Thpy are the descendents of the inhabltants of the Kazan Khanate which was
- fgpmed in 1438 on the territory of the former Volge Bulgerian Empire as a.
_ri#sult of the collapse of the Golden Horde. In 1552 Kazan was conquered by
i %Mm& oy State and from that time on the Tatars have been under Russien
e, Tnt 1920 they received autonomous status and formed the Tatar Autonomous
Soviet Socialist Republic, in which they comprise the majority of the population.
... Considerable numbers of them llve also in the Baghklr ASSR and in the Molotov,
Gorki, and Saratov districts of the RSFSR, as well as in Sinklang. Those who
dwell -4n Sinkiang sre either descendents of Tatar traders who settled in
Sinkiang in the days of the Tsar, or anti~-Soviet refugees who entered the

province after 1917,
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Lanpuaces vTats.f is a Turkic language and belongs to the northwestern group
of this language family. Desplte their small numnber they exercise considerable
influence in Sinkiang as the group with the highest average of education among

"the Turkic speaking peoples. The complicated Arabic script which had been

such a bar to the elimination of illiteracy was sbandoned in favor of a
Latinized script which, in the late thirties, was in turn replaced by a uyrillic
scripte :

Rellgion: The Tatars are Sunni Mohemmedanse They were converted to Islam in
the tenth century. . After the Russian conquest of the Volga region, attempts
were made by Bussian colonlizers to convert them to Christianity by offering
ecencmic advantages' to converts, but success was negligible. Mohammedanism
never had a very strong hold upon them and it is reported that large numbers

.~ of "them in the Soviet Unlon are abendoning Islam, becoming increasingly

Te

8.

Buropean in their outlook and wayse. Those in Sinkiang still appear to be
strongly Islamics Thelr standards of living are much higher than those of the
Uighurs and Kazekhs and yet they are of frugal habit, still refusing to parteke
of elther pork or wine,

Phvaical Charapteristiogs' The Tatdrs are & atra.nge and a‘plendid dpebpla, ‘thelr
history a long romantic struggle, ‘their marnér prinéely, their Hature impulsive
beth in friendship and in anger; their bodfes skil1ful“ih wild danscing, their
hearts full'of ‘song. The mixturse of Mengol witk white Blood has prodiicsd wemen
of extrasrdinary: beauty. 'The mixtures of Eurcpean and Mongol ‘blood’ (for the
Tatars ‘took Europea.n wives at ‘the time when the conquests of 'Jenghis Khan

Had reached 'tHe Cauca.dus) ‘has- produged a strikingly haridseme race with whitish
akinay high noses, and deep-set eyes, ~Their hair 1s dark and their dark eyes
are particulsrly lustreus and beautiful, It is no’ciceable, However, that as
they are Hrought increasingly inte contact with olviliging influences’ they -
tend to ‘becone” Europeanized; losing lemething ‘of "their charme "Tatars and

the: Uzbeks are the most ‘exclusive people in Sinkiang, rarely marrying membera
of any other race. . :

1

' W: The Tatars 1h Sinkian are’ concentrated in the two c:t.ﬂes of
Kuldja. In:Lng and Ghuguoha.k (Ta.hcheng

1

Qocupationa: Before the Bolshevik revolution the main economr of the Tatars

_was:baged on ‘agriculture, but many imdividuel Tatars were active traderas,

especially as middlemen fer Russiah firms in Turkic epeeking areag such as'' '
Sinkiang. In the Sinkiang cities where ‘they have settled, the Taters ere‘s
promlnent, element in commerce, meny have entered Gevernmént ‘service and ¢thers
engage in animal husbendry. - They are a clever, industrieus people who have
high secial rating, meny having become extremely rich. They are also gifted

z with eonaiderable artistic sensge. ' This' finds e:qaresaion in their musie; which

has ‘a haunting loveliness never to be fargotten cnee 1t 1s heards Thelir

. music typifies their character, ‘for-in’ it the ldiens of East and West ere’

harmon‘iously mingled.
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